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The demand for — and supply of — ESG investment opportunities has surged over the past several years. This 
week’s chart depicts the rise in U.S. based ESG assets. After doubling in size between 2012 and 2016, the value of 
sustainable, responsible and impact investing assets grew by another 38% from 2016 to 2018. These investments 
now account for more than ¼th of total U.S. assets under professional management.  

From the demand side, signatories to the Principles for Responsible Investment, a set of investment principles 
that enable the incorporation of ESG considerations into investment practices, grew in combined assets from less 
than $6 trillion in 2006 to over $81 trillion by the end of April 2018. In response, the supply of ESG strategies in 
the market continues to increase as well, with investment firms offering ESG products in both the traditional and 
alternative asset classes.

Regulatory changes, new research, and shifting investor demographics continue to foster increased interest in 
ESG investing, and plan sponsors should be prepared to adapt their investment options to accommodate the 
changing landscape.

ESG Assets Continue Their Dramatic Rise 
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Chart of the Week

Source: The Forum for Sustainable and Responsible Investment

Increased demand has led to a surge in U.S.-based ESG assets in recent years
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The sources of information used in this report are believed to be reliable. Marquette Associates, Inc. has not independently 

verified all of the information and its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. Opinions, estimates, projections and comments on 

financial market trends constitute our judgment and are subject to change without notice. This material is not financial advice 

nor an offer to purchase or sell any product. References to specific securities are for illustrative purposes only and do not 

constitute recommendations. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 

About Marquette Associates

Marquette Associates is an independent investment consulting firm that guides institutional investment programs with a 

focused client service approach and careful research. Marquette has served a single mission since 1986 – enable institutions 

to become more effective investment stewards. Marquette is a completely independent and 100% employee-owned 

consultancy founded with the sole purpose of advising institutions. 

For more information, please visit www.marquetteassociates.com.


